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Calendar 2006 - 2007 Save the dates!

September 11 Monday Board meetin g 7:30, home of Dawn
Theodore, 13 Redcoat Road
15 Friday Deadline for Bulletin submissions
16 Saturday Bedford Day
19 Tuesday Primary Election
October TBA Pre election candidates event
16 Monday Board meeting 7:30
18 Wednesday General membership meeting
20 Friday Deadline for Bulletin submissions
November 7 Tuesday Election
13 Monday Board meeting 7:30
15 Thursday Bedford unplugged - no meetings
TBA Salon
January 8 Monday Board meeting 7:30
Tuesday Town Caucus
20 Saturday Pog - holiday party
February 5 Monday Board meeting 7:30
TBA Salon
March 5 Monday Board meeting 7:30
10 Saturday Town Election
18 Sunday Spring Legislative Reception
26 Monday Town meeting begins

Board Meetings are open to all Bedford League of Women Voters' members.

Bedford LWV contact information :

President:
Susanna Natti
32 Independence Road
781-275-4477
szmnatti@comcast.net
Vice President:
Alma Hart
26 Hilltop Drive
781-275-8954
almahart@comcast.net

Treasurer:
Jean Hammond
6 Hemlock Lane
781-275-9371
jean_hammond@bostonbbs.org
SecretaryOpen

Please contact Susanna or Alma to
volunteer for this position

Communications:
Teri Morrow
548 Page Road
781-275-8562
tmorrow@verizon.net

Mary Johannessen

200 Old Billerica Road
781-275-6765
me.johannessen@verizon.net

Other contact information:

State Senator:
Susan C. Fargo
State House, Room 504
Boston, MA 02133
617-722-1572
Susan.Fargo@stat.ma.us
State Representative:
Charles A. Murphy
State House, Room 136
Boston, MA 02133
617-722-2396
Rep.CharlesMurphy@hou.stag.ma.us
US SenatorEdward M. Kennedy
http://kennedy.senate.gov/senator/contact.cfm
US SenatorJdohn F. Kerry
http://kerry.senate.gov/v3/contact/email.html
US Congress, 6th District Refgohn F. Tierney
http://www.house.gov/tierney/
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President's Letter + August 2006

We're about to turn the corner toward fall; sum-
mertime for the League has been restorative (as
well as nutritious and sweet: thank you to Alma
Hart and helpers for setting up a bake sale table
at Thursday night concerts this summer to raise
a few dollars as well as avareness of the Bed-
ford LWV.)

If this year is marked by anything, it is the de-
sire to ®nd new ways to reach people, new ways
to communicate, and new ways to fundraise.
Similar to walking into a familiar room and
deliberately choosing a different chair to sit in,
we'd like to try some new seats.

OK, so some of this is not taking a walk on the
wild side: on Bedford Day, we hare decided
we're not doing gift baskets. Dawn Theodoe,
who has agreed once again to coordinate our
booth on Bedford Day, felt it was time to think
outside the box, and what we came up with
was.....boxes: three humungous gift-wrapped
boxes which will attract attention. See the ar-
ticle in this bulletin for more details, particularly
how you can help.

In planning a new member coffee and our
General Membership Meeting, we're trying a
merge of the two: we'll have a social hour (or a
social 45 minutes) before our October General
Membership Meeting. The focus for the October
meeting is still being determined.

More new things: in addition to our new website
(www. bedford.ma.lwvnet.org) we are develop-
ing a sepaite website which will be our modern
version of a Civics Welcome Wagon. There will
be a lot more to come on that, and we're pretty
excited about it.

We want to do more on the fund-raising end,;
the good news is that even though we'd like to
come up with something new and compelling
(and haven't yet!), there is one

fundraiser coming up that is ready-made and easy
the Phonathon. For every Bedford League mem-
ber who participates, we receive a direct bene®t
back from the State League for funds raised.

Let's double our number of participants from 2 to
4, not much to ask.

We're turning toward fall; weather's going to get
crisp, our energy levels are going to stir - let's
steer some of that good energy to the League

- see you at Bedford Day!

Susanna Natti
781-275-4477
szmnatti@comcast.net

2006-2007 Paid Members -updated*

Betsy Anderson

Nancy / Val Asbedian

Bea Brunkhorst

Irma Carter

Sue / Donald Corey

Mary Cowham

Ginny Crocker

Corinne / Bob Doud

Carol / Gordon Feltman
Lora Goldenberg / Bruce Murphy
Dorothy Graeff

Sandra Hackman

Jean / Ralph Hammond
Mary Johannessen

Sharon McClatchey
Meredith / John McCulloch
Teri Morrow

Susanna Natti / Alan Wilsky
Lois Pulliam

Elizabeth Saudek

Betty Sawyer

Peg Schwerin

Abby / Mike Seibert
Roberta Shaw

Lila Wasson

Doris Webber

Mary Welch

Janice Young

* Due to an editorial error, the June issue of your LWV Bulletin
included some errors in the remeed member listing. Ifyour
name was included or omitted incorrectly, please accept our
apologies.
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Thefollowingis a report from Bedord League Mambe Lora Goblerberg. Lora attendedthe State League
meding in May.

League of Women Voters of Massachusetts Cauncil
It's Your Environment = Take Charge
May 20, 2006

The LWVM Council is held every other year, between Conventions, in order to approve the budget for
the 2nd year of the biennium, which we did with no per member payment increase. It is of course
also an opportunity to have a truly fascinating program. This year the morning panel included:

D r. Jom Warner, Director of the Center for Green Chemistry at UMass Lowell, who spoke of
the need to bring in a new generation of students who wish to invent non-toxic products (see more in
Jean's workshop description),

A lan Nogeeg, Director of the Clean Energy Program, Union of Concerned Scentists, who spoke
about the fact that global warming is a fact and that we need to change our energy production and
consumption habits. He suggested four areaswe could make an impact: save energy in daily life
by using low energy light bulbs, buy renewable energy products and appliances, support a fair siting
review for Cape Wind, and lobby for Massachusetts to rejoin the Regional Greenhouse Gas Intiative.

L eise Joes, Toxics Campaign Director, New England Clean Water Action, part of the Alliance
for a Healthy Tomorrow, a statewide coalition of 150 organizations (including LWVM), who are
working to @d safer alternatives to PVYCswhich can cause birth defects and other health issues.

Commissioner Robert Goledge, MA Department of Environmental Protection, spoke about
the need to take the environmental news more seriously, it is climate disruption, not change + global
catastrophe, not warming. He emphasized the need for wiser use of water; lowering the speed limit
on highways to conserve gasoline; enforcing the standards for school bus idling, asbestos removal,
and other regulations; and the need to develop standards for the over 300 emerging contaminants.

| attended a workshop entitled 2Affordable Housing and Open Spece® where Sue Msesfrom the
Citizens Housing and Panning Assodation, spoke about projects across the state that combine
providing affordable housing and preserving open space, which are often seen as competing goals.
The projects used many strategies including CPA funding, cluster development bylaws, nonpro®t
organizations (uch as Habitat for Humanity), friendly Chapter 40B developments, and creative
partnerships between the public sector and private developers.

Our luncheon speaker was Douglas Foy, former Secretary of Commonwealth Development. He
talked about local communities + we need zoning reform to allow accesory unit housing and

town center zones; the region = cities are the arswer in terms of energy and water ef®adency and
transportation justice; and the globe £ again cities will work for us. His sngular goal that would drive
many of the changes he feels are necessary is that every child should be able to walk to a library.

It was a truly energizing day + hope others will be able to attend in the future.

Lora Gddenberg
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Bedford Day-

This year we have decided to try something
other than our baskets at Bedford Dg. We
have found that other groups are now doing
the same or selling themed baskets.

The Board came up with the idea of having
three beautifully wrapped (our theme will
remain red, white and blue) presents to
raf e. We would like to offer tickets to a
sporting event in one box, tickets to a aultural
event in another, and @I the last box with

gift certi®ates to various local venues, for
example: $25.00 from the Pgper Store, Stop &
Shap, Bames and NaobleY

In past years, our members' generosity has
been overwhelming, with donations of tickets
to the Red Sox and P#&iots. This is our major
fundraising event for the year. Please give
generously. Thank you.

Dawn Theodbre

781-275-9243

Membership Dues Update-

Individual member dues remain at $50 for
2006 - 2007. Each Individual membership
contributes $23.50 to LWVMA, and $26.30
goes to LWVUS, leaving $0.20 for our

local League. We very much welcome any
additional donation you may wish to make

to support our local league when you send in
your dues payment.

Due to the per member payments (PMP)the
Bedford League pays to LWVUSand LWVMA,
household dues for 2006-2007 will be $75, a
$10 increaseg effective September 17, 2007.
Rerew your household membership or join as
a household membership on or before Bedford
Day to renew at $65. Duesmay be paid at the
Leaguetent on Bedford Day, or mailed to the
treasurer, Jaan Hammond, and postmarked on
or before September 16, 2006.

David Ranney of Bedford (right) received the River Steard Award at Riverfest in
June for encouraging the deelopment and use of trails along the Concord River.
Ralph Hammond (left) represented Bedford LWV on the selection committee.
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Phonathon-

The phonathon is an easy way to make money for our local league. Lois Pulliam and | hee been going
together for years. Lois calls the Bedford League and | call otheotvns. | ®nd it easier asking people |
don't know for money. Lois, as you may know from your yearly call from her, is a dynamic caller! On
an average we (mostly Lois) have raised about $300.00 for our league. One year when ®ve members

went we raised $500.00.

This year we are hoping to bring a few more people with us. It is only a three hour commitment! A
light supper is served during orientation, and prizes are awarded-(Lois usually wins.) Call either one of
us if you are interested or would like more information.

Dawn Theodore

Website-

The Bedford League of Women Voters is pleased to inbduce our website located at www.bedford.
ma.lwvnet.org/. The site contains basic league information, calendar eents, monthly bulletins, and is

still being developed. To build a relevant site, we need input from you. What information would you like
to see on the site? Do you hae questions about the league? Are there other features you would like to
see? Please email suggestions to Mary Johannessen at me.johannessen@verizon.net, or call 781-275-

6765.

Bake Sales-

This summer, the LWV held three bake sales at the Concerts on the Common. We had four to gen
bakers volunteer for each e/ening and earned a total of $100.50. Our table featured cookies grouped
in bags, cupcakes and brownies, plus tuna and turkey sandwiches for theawnspeople who didn't have
time for dinner. At the ®rst concert, we had watermelon slices that sold very well, while at the third one
| tried cherries grouped in plastic bags which did not sell.

We were careful not to compete with the High School Band members who hae sold popcorn, candy,
soda and water for several years. During the ®rst concert we had LWV brochuresailable, but only
one person shaved interest. Our main customers were children who chose the cupcakes ®rst and
brownies second. The adults chose cookies and sandwiches. The best moment was when a gentleman
approached with a fourth of a cookie and said 2Have you got anymore of these?°

Alma Hat

OOBOOCOOOOOOOOOOBOOEOOHOOOOO OO OO GO OO OB GO OO OO GO OO OO OO OO OO OO GOOOO OO OO OO0

Deborah Prothrow-Stith addresses parents on
violence in girls-

Sugar and Spice and No Longer Nice is a message that
parents of girls do not want to hear about their daughtes.
However, statistics show that physical violence by young
girls against one another, and often against others, is on
the rise. In addition, this violence is not con®ned to poor
inner-city girls but reaches suburban, rural, and urban
communities across a range of demographics¥just as it
does with boys.

On Tuesday, October 17, at 7:00 p.m. at the Multi-purpose
Room of Bedford Town Hall, Deborah Prothrow-Stith,
M.D., a renowned expert on preventing youth violence,
will discuss this increasing incidence of plysical violence

by girls. Dr. Prothrow-Stith is Professor of Public Health
Practice and Associate Dean for Faculty Deslopment at

the Harvard School of Public Health; she is also a former
commissioner of public health for the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts who helped pioneer the effort to understand
youth violence as a public health problem¥%not just a

law enforcement problem. Her talk, entitled Sugar and
Spice and No Longer Nice, is based on the recent book of
the same name, which she co-authored with Dr. Howard
Spivak, of Tufts University School of Medicine and the New
England Medical Center.

This program is sponsored by the Violence Preention
Coalition of Bedford and is open to the public and free of
charge. FMI, please call 781-275-1487.
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Guardian of Democracy Award Dinner
September 21, 2006
Fairmont Copley Plaza, Boston

Honoring
Paul La Camera
General Manager, the WBUR Group

Keynote Speaker
The Honorable Michael Dukakis
Former Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The award is established to honor unique individuals who have:
Made a signi®cant contribution to the active and informed participation of citizens in their
government and
Demonstrated a commitment to democracy and democratic processes.

Why Paul La Camera?

Pau La Camera, General Manager of The WBUR Group and former President and Manager of WCVB-
TV, has shown a true commitment to strengthening the media'’s role in democracy so that citizens are
informed and active participants in their government. You can go to www.lwvma.org to read more
about him and his accomplishments.

Who is invited?
Everyone! All League membes, signi®cant othes, and friends will enjoy this celebration.

What will the evening include?
Good food, great conversation, entertainment and a few inspirational words.

QOO OO OO OO OO OO

News from National:

Your Help is needed For the DC Voting Rights Bill

Signi®cant new legislation to provide voting rights in the House of Representatives for
citizens of the District of Columbia is making its way through Congress with a subcommittee
hearing scheduled for September 14. Act now to support DC Voting Rights! (To our hard copy
subscribers, visit http://takeaction.lwv.org/lwv/issues/alert/?alertid=8791291 on the web.)
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LWV-Bedford Membership Form 2006

Name:

Address:

Phone:( ) Email

Enclosed is mycheck payable to 2LWV-Bedford® (membership year is July 1 to June 30th; dues are
not tax deductible.)

Individual membership: $50 (or amount | can pay: $
Household (two or more members living at same address): $75 ($65 when paid by 9/16/06)

Add'l Name: Email:

Add'l Name: Email:
Full-time Student: $21

School

For each Individual membership: $23.50 goes to state and $26.30 goes to National, leaving $0.20 for
our local league. If you cannot afford full membership please indicate the amount you can pa Our
local League depends on the generosity of our members to augment our dues by contributions. Please
be as generous as you can. Membership dues and contributions are not tax deductible. If you e

any questions contact Corinne Doud, Membership Chair, 781-275-8979.

Please accept the following to support Bedford League activities: $

OO OO OO OO

| am interested in helping out the League in the following areas

. Voter Service (voter registration, candidates forum, etc.)

. Finance (fundraisers, caller for phonathon, et.)

. Communications (Bulletin, web site, publicity, taking pictures)
. Membership (recruitment, new member pro®les, etc.)

. Civic Welcome Wagon

. Hosting an event (Spring Reception, discussion forum, etc.)
. Baking for an Event

. Photographing league gents

. Other (e.g., observing a board):

Mail this membership form and your dues (payable to LWV-Bedford) to:
Jean Hammond, Treasurer
6 Hemlock Lane
Bedford, MA 01730



The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan grassroots organization formed in 1920 and dedicated
to the principals of self-gorernment established by the Constitution of the United States. The League
works to promote political responsibility through informed and active participation of citizens in
government.

To join the League of Women Voters of Bedford, please send a check for $50 (dues for households: $65)
to Jean Hammond, 6 Hemlock Lane, Bedford, MA 01730. Membership in the League of Women Voters
of Bedford entitles you to subscriptions to the local Bulletin and both the State and National Voter.

LWV of Bedford Massachusetts
548 Springs Road
Bedford, MA 01730



